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those who were cotemporary with the apostles,
or immediately succeeding them, and proceeding
in close and regular succession from their time to
the present.

2.  That when thus quoted or referred to, they
are recognized as inspired, as possessing divine
authority, and as the judge in all questions of re-
ligious duty or of controversy.

3.  That they were in very early times collected
into a distinct volume.

4.  That they were distinguished by the names
by which we know them, and held in profound
respect.

5.  That commentaries were written upon them,
different copies carefully collated, and versions of
them made in different languages.

6.  That they were received by all orthodox
Christians, and by many heretical sects, and ac-
cepted by all as of final appeal in controverted
matters.

7.  That they were publicly read and expounded
as authoritative scripture in the religious assem-
blies of the early Christian Church.

8.  That besides the Gospels and Acts of the
Apostles, thirteen   Epistles   of   Paul,   the   first
Epistle of John, and the first of Peter were early
received without doubt, by those whose cautious-
ness created some doubt about the other books
now included in the New Testament canon.

9.  That the Gospels were attacked by early
enemies of Christianity, as the books containing
the facts upon which the religion was founded.

10.  That many formal catalogues of authentic